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1. PURPOSE OF THE CONFERENCE 

Primary Purpose

To convene an international, community-
centred platform that positions universities as
one of several civic convenors within a
broader Hub of Convergence architecture,
enabling ethical, collective, and system-level
responses to the grand challenges of our
time through Quintuple Helix collaboration.
 
Hosting this conference in South Africa
reflects the Global South’s leadership in
community-based innovation, indigenous
knowledge, and relational approaches to
societal transformation. The conference is
designed as a strategic platform for ongoing
collaboration, knowledge exchange, and co-
created responses, consolidating sustained
partnerships among communities,
universities, government, civil society,
industry, and environmental and indigenous
knowledge systems.

2. WHY THIS CONFERENCE MATTERS

While substance abuse provides a critical entry
point, the conference recognises that societal
challenges are interconnected and require
integrated responses across health, education,
environment, economic inclusion, and
governance systems. Substance abuse
intersects with pressing societal issues such as: 

Poverty and inequality
Spatial injustice
Intergenerational trauma
Unemployment and fragile educational and
social systems
Environmental stressors
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A synthesis of multiple 2024 datasets from the
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime’s
World Drug Report highlights the alarming
scale of the global substance abuse crisis, with
alcohol and drug use estimated to claim 3.2
million lives annually. Over 296 million people
worldwide use drugs, representing a 26
percent increase over the past decade. 

Approximately 400 million people live with
alcohol use disorders, and 60 million are
dependent on opioids. Nearly a quarter of
adolescents are already consuming alcohol.
The rapid expansion of synthetic drug markets,
the misuse of prescription opioids, and region-
specific substance use epidemics continue to
place overwhelming pressure on health and
social systems, undermining progress toward
Sustainable Development Goal target 3.5,
which calls for strengthened prevention and
treatment of substance abuse. Its impact is felt
acutely in families, schools, neighbourhoods,
faith communities, and among young people.
The national and local statistics generated by
the South African Community Epidemiology
Network on Drug Use (SACENDU) confirm the
magnitude of the challenge on South African
soil. In the first half of 2024, 8,959 people with
substance use disorders 



The conference is anchored in the Quintuple
Helix Model, integrating: 

1.Civil Society: NGOs, FBOs, CBOs,
Communities across differentiated social
locations etc. 

2.Government: Governance, Policy, Public
Services.

3.Economic and enterprise ecosystem:
Formal, Informal and Emerging etc. 

4.Environment & Indigenous Knowledge:
Land and Cultural Wisdom.

5.Distributed learning ecosystems:
Universities, TVET, Schools, Community
Learning Centres etc.

were admitted to 79 treatment facilities
across South Africa, and there is substantial
evidence that the demand for treatment is
growing amidst drug challenges such as
stimulants, heroin and cocaine. In
communities, alcohol, cannabis and
methamphetamine remain the drugs of
choice, with over-the-counter medicine, rising
at an alarming rate. The age of onset have
decreased to lower primary school level,
signalling an emergency call for prevention
and early intervention.

Globally, communities have long been at the
forefront of responding to substance abuse
through prevention, care, harm reduction,
healing practices, and social support,
drawing on lived experience, cultural
wisdom, faith traditions, and indigenous
knowledge systems. However, the barriers to
treatment access and the scale and
complexity of substance abuse require
integrative, accessible spaces where existing
efforts can connect, learn across contexts,
and co-design responses that are community-
led, sustainable, ethical, and evidence-
informed. 

enable shared learning across disciplines
and sectors, and
create continuity between research,
teaching, and engagement.
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3. CONCEPTUAL FRAMING

3.1. Universities as Hubs of Convergence

A Hub of Convergence (HoC) is not a
physical structure, but a relational civic space
where diverse partners meet as equals to
address complex societal challenges. In this
model, universities:

may act as convenors, contributors, or
learning partners depending on context,
support coordination without replacing
community leadership,

The HoC approach reflects a reimagined
vision of the civic university that is:

community-embedded,
ethically grounded,
transdisciplinary,
youth-inclusive,
attentive to indigenous and local
knowledge systems, and
oriented toward social and
ecological sustainability.

3.2. Quintuple Helix Lens
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The Quintuple Helix framework is presented
in this proposal as an aspirational and
relational framework rather than an
accomplished or fully institutionalised system.
The diagram does not assume seamless
integration across sectors, nor does it imply
the existence of a stable governance
structure. Instead, it reflects movement
toward collaboration, uneven but intentional
engagement, and the ongoing work of
fostering ethical partnerships. The Hub of
Convergence is therefore understood as an
emergent civic space that must be
continuously negotiated, co-created, and
sustained through trust, reciprocity, and
shared accountability.

4. Conference ObjectivesRelational Space of Convergence
(Emerging Civic Platform)

Figure 1: A conceptual model of the proposed
Quintuple Helix convergence space. Arrows
represent pathways for co-design to be explored
during the conference.

The conference is guided by two
complementary sets of objectives. The first
focuses on process objectives, outlining how
the conference will facilitate engagement,
learning, and knowledge sharing during the
event itself. The second focuses on impact
objectives, highlighting the longer-term
outcomes and sustained collaborations that the
conference seeks to achieve beyond the event.

Process Objectives:
Advance community engagement as a
transformative scholarly practice,
emphasizing ethical, participatory,
relational, decolonial, and indigenous
approaches.
Demonstrate universities as Hubs of
Convergence, convening multi-sectoral
responses without replacing community
leadership.
Surface lived practice as knowledge,
centering community initiatives, youth-led
programs, indigenous healing practices,
faith-based responses, and governmental
collaborations.

 
Impact Objectives:

Establish an International Quintuple Helix
Community of Practice for sustained shared
learning, collaborative engagement, and
cross-country exploration, with a particular
focus on substance abuse.
Co-design a 12-month shared action
agenda, fostering collective commitments
and practical collaboration beyond the
conference.
Develop a replicable convergence model
that can be adapted across other societal
challenges beyond substance abuse.

The Quintuple Helix is presented here
as an aspirational and relational

framework.
The Hub of Convergence  represents

an emergent civic space where
sectors move towards collaborate co-

creation.
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5.TARGET PARTICIPANTS 

Participation is intentionally cross-sectoral,
with the following priority order guiding
programme design:

Community and civil society partners
(including faith leaders, indigenous
practitioners, civic organisations, youth
and family structures)
Education Sector (Universities, TVET
Colleges, Schools, and Learning Centres)
Local, provincial, and national
government 
Health, education, and social
development systems
International networks, foundations, and
donor agencies

5.1 Expected participation:.

Conference attendance will be capped at 150
participants to ensure a manageable,
interactive, and high-quality engagement
experience. 

The guiding principle is to ensure equal
opportunity for all sectors by making a
concerted effort to include voices from
underrepresented or marginalised groups,
allowing every sector to contribute
meaningfully.

5.2 Accessibility:

Hybrid participation options will be available
to broaden engagement, particularly for
participants unable to travel.

5.3 Inclusiveness for Community
Members
The ICCE 2026 is committed to creating a
truly inclusive conference environment that
ensures meaningful participation from
community members alongside academic,
governmental, and international stakeholders.
Recognising that community voices are
essential to addressing complex societal
challenges such as substance abuse, the
conference has adopted the following
principles and measures for inclusivity:

5.3.1 Representation:
Community members, including faith leaders,
indigenous practitioners, civic organisations,
youth networks, and family-based structures,
are actively included in the conference
programme. Efforts will be made to invite
participants from underrepresented groups to
ensure diverse perspectives inform
discussions, workshops, and decision-making
processes.

5.3.2 Engagement:
Community participants will have
opportunities to engage fully in all conference
activities, including plenary sessions,
workshops, and co-design exercises.
Dedicated support will be provided to
facilitate their contributions, including
assistance with written submissions,
presentations, and access to translation or
interpretation services where required.
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6. CONFERENCE THEMES

Theme 1: Community Engagement as a
Transformative Response 

Humanising and ethical engagement
Community knowledge as legitimate
expertise 
Indigenous, spiritual, and decolonial
epistemologies 
Participatory and co-learning
methodologies 

Theme 2: The Civic University in a
Converging Ecosystem 

Universities as civic convenors
Institutionalising engagement 
Student-led civic learning and leadership
Integrating research, teaching, and
engagement 

Theme 3: Societal Challenges in Context 
Substance Abuse and Community
Wellbeing 
Youth Vulnerability and Opportunity
Economic Exclusion and Informality
Environmental and Place-Based
Stressors
Public Health and Psychosocial Systems 

Theme 4: Designing and Sustaining
Convergence 

Cross-university and community-based
initiatives 
Municipal and provincial partnership
models 
Indigenous and culturally grounded
interventions 

5.3.3 Capacity Support:
The conference will provide guidance and
logistical support to community members,
enabling them to effectively navigate
academic and multi-sectoral discussions. This
support will include pre-conference briefings,
mentorship from experienced facilitators, and
access to resources that ensure equitable
participation.

7. CONFERENCE FORMAT AND
STRUCTURE

Day 1 – Conceptual and Systemic Foundations
Opening keynote - Convergence in a
Fractured World: Reimagining Collective
Responsibility
Community voice response to keynote
Panel: Reimagining engagement through a
Quintuple Helix lens
Multi-helix roundtable including youth,
elders, government, civil society, and
practitioners

 
Day 2 – Practice-Based Learning and Living
Case Studies

Parallel practice-focused tracks (minimum
40% community-facilitated)
Workshops led by practitioners and
community partners
Case studies across prevention, healing,
youth leadership, and municipal responses

Day 3 – Co-Design, Policy, and Collective
Action

Pre-assigned multi-helix working groups
Development of shared commitments and
collaboration pathways
Adoption of a Global Communiqué
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8. ANTICIPATED OUTPUTS 

The conference will produce:
A Global Communiqué on community-centred, sustainable, ethical responses to
substance abuse.
A 12-Month Collaborative Action Agenda.
Formal establishment of an International Quintuple Helix Community of Practice.
Conference proceedings and an edited volume / special issue.
A policy-oriented synthesis brief for government and civil society stakeholders.
A Convergence Mapping Report identifying relational gaps and partnership
pathways across helices.

The conference will be convened collectively by the host institutions, with a small
steering group representing universities, community partners, and civil society. Post-
conference continuity will be ensured through the Community of Practice,
coordinated through existing HoC and THRV platforms

9. GOVERNANCE AND CONTINUITY

Adoption of a Global Communiqué
Drafting of a “Convergence Framework Toolkit”
Closing plenary

10.  CONCLUSION

This international conference represents a strategic opportunity to reposition how
universities, communities, and public systems collaborate in response to substance
abuse. By centring community engagement within a Hub of Convergence and Quintuple
Helix framework, the conference seeks to move beyond fragmented interventions
toward ethical, collective, and sustained action.
 
It aims to strengthen partnerships, elevate community knowledge, inform policy and
practice, It aims to strengthen partnerships, elevate community knowledge, inform
policy and practice, and advance a vision of universities that are deeply embedded in
the social realities of the communities they serve.
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11. PRE- CONFERENCE WORKSHOP

In line with the ICCE 2026 objectives of fostering capacity development, multi-sectoral
collaboration, and ethical community engagement, a pre-conference workshop will be
held on Day 0 (27 October 2026) prior to the main conference program. This workshop
is designed as an interactive, skill-building, and networking-focused session that enables
participants to prepare for meaningful engagement during the conference. Participation
in the workshop is integrated as part of the main conference package and does not
require separate registration.

Objectives:
The pre-conference workshop aims to facilitate:
1. Capacity Development: Equip participants with practical skills and knowledge to
implement effective, evidence-informed, and community-led initiatives addressing
substance abuse and broader societal challenges.

2. Networking and Collaboration: Facilitate cross-sectoral networking among
community leaders, academics, government representatives, and industry partners to
encourage sustained partnerships and shared learning.

3. Advocacy and Practice Integration: Introduce innovative advocacy models such as
the Hope Revolution Vision (THRV) approach, highlighting community-led strategies for
prevention, healing, and youth engagement.

Key Focus Areas:
1. Substance Abuse and Community Wellbeing: Understanding local, national, and
global trends; identifying effective prevention, care, and harm-reduction strategies.

2. Community-Led and Youth-Led Interventions: Sharing best practices from
community initiatives and youth-driven programs, emphasizing participatory
approaches.

3. Quintuple Helix Collaboration: Exploring practical ways to engage across
universities, communities, government, industry, and indigenous knowledge systems.

4. Policy and Advocacy Skills: Strengthening participants’ capacity to influence policy,
communicate evidence, and advocate for systemic change at local, provincial, and
international levels.
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Expected Outcomes:

Enhanced participant capacity to implement evidence-informed and contextually
relevant interventions.
Strengthened networks and partnerships among participants from different helices
and sectors.
Preliminary action plans and advocacy strategies that will feed directly into the
conference’s multi-helix working groups and the 12-month collaborative action
agenda.
Increased visibility and understanding of community-driven approaches such as
THRV, fostering replication in other contexts.

Format and Methodology:
1. Interactive Learning Sessions: Facilitated by experienced practitioners, community
leaders, and academic experts, including case studies, role-plays, and simulations.

2. Roundtable Discussions: Focused on multi-sector collaboration, identifying barriers
and opportunities in substance abuse interventions.

3. Action Planning: Participants will collaboratively outline strategies for integrating
workshop insights into conference discussions and ongoing community engagement
efforts.

Integration with Main Conference:
The insights, connections, and action plans generated during the pre-conference
workshop will directly inform Day 1–3 sessions, particularly:

Roundtable discussions and practice-focused tracks on Day 2.
Multi-helix working groups and co-design of the Global
Communiqué on Day 3.



Abstract Requirements:

Each submission must include:
 Paper title
Author(s) name(s) and affiliation(s)
Chosen conference theme
Helix alignment (which helix(es) your paper engages)
Societal challenge category
Type of contribution (empirical, policy, conceptual, practice-based)
Clear indication of the objective(s) addressed by the paper

 
Length:

Abstracts should not exceed 300 words.
 
Language:
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12. SUBMISSION OF ABSTRACT

All abstracts for ICCE 2026 must be submitted in English to ensure administrative
efficiency and consistency during the review and selection process. This requirement
applies to all written submissions, including abstracts, papers, and supporting
documents.

Conference Discussions and Presentations: While English will serve as the
primary language for formal presentations, plenaries, and documentation,
multilingual engagement is encouraged throughout the conference. Participants
are welcome to contribute in other languages during discussions, breakout
sessions, and community dialogues.

Translation Support: To promote inclusivity, translation assistance will be
provided where feasible. This may include AI-assisted translation tools, on-site
interpreters, or bilingual facilitators, particularly in sessions that involve diverse
community representatives.

Rationale: This approach balances administrative simplicity for submissions with
the principle of inclusivity, enabling participants from various linguistic
backgrounds to engage meaningfully in the conference without compromising
the integrity and efficiency of the review and documentation processes.
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Please find below the conference abstract submission template, which authors
are required to complete in full. 
 
The template ensures that all submissions provide consistent and complete
information, including paper title, author details, conference theme, Helix
alignment, societal challenge category, type of contribution, objectives
addressed, and a concise abstract. 
 
Authors may submit their completed template either through the online portal
or via email as a Word or PDF document.
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13. ICCE ABSTRACT SUBMISSION TEMPLATE

Instructions: Please complete all sections. Abstracts must be in English and not exceed
300 words.

1. Paper Title
Enter the full title of your paper

______________________________________________________________________________

2. Author(s) Name(s) and Affiliation(s)
List all authors and their institutional or organisational affiliations

_____________________________________________________________________________
 
_____________________________________________________________________________
 
_____________________________________________________________________________

3. Chosen Conference Theme
Indicate the theme your paper aligns with:

____________________________________________________________________________

4. Helix Alignment
Indicate which of the Quintuple Helix your paper engages (select all that apply)

☐ Education Sector (Universities, TVET Colleges, Schools, and Learning Centres)
☐ Industry / Enterprise
☐ Government / Policy
☐ Civil Society / Community
☐ Environment / Indigenous Knowledge

5. Societal Challenge Category
Select the primary societal challenge your paper addresses

☐ Substance abuse
☐ Poverty and inequality
☐ Spatial injustice
☐ Intergenerational trauma
☐ Unemployment and fragile social systems
☐ Environmental stressors
☐ Other (please specify): ____________
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6. Type of Contribution
Select the most appropriate type of contribution

☐ Empirical (based on research/data)
☐ Policy (recommendations or analysis)
☐ Conceptual (theoretical frameworks)
☐ Practice-based (lessons learned from programs or interventions)
☐ Other (please specify): 

7. Objectives Addressed
Clearly state the objectives your paper addresses (max 100 words)

____________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

8. Abstract
Please attach a concise summary of your paper (maximum 300 words).

1. Via the Online Portal:
Complete all sections of the abstract template directly in the submission portal.
Ensure all required fields are filled, including Helix alignment, societal challenge, and
type of contribution.

Submission Link
Click here to submit
 
2. Via Email Submission:

Complete this abstract template in Word or PDF format.
Attach a concise summary of your paper (maximum 300 words) along with the
completed form.
Send your submission to: Icce2026secretariat@gmail.com  
Use the subject line: “Abstract Submission – [Your Name]”

SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS

https://forms.gle/cDyLeMHv9hrpcmhQ6
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14. ICCE 2026 REGISTRATION FEE

Registration Type Fee (ZAR) Inclusions  

Early Bird (In-person) R4,700 Standard (In-person) R5,100

Online / Virtual R1,800 Special Exemptions:

Tips:

Early registration is highly encouraged to secure your full package benefits. All in-
person fees include access to the full three-day programme and social events.

Full conference access (28–30 Oct)

Lunch & 2 tea breaks daily

Social evening with community

artists

Conference bag & stationery

Networking opportunities  

 Full conference access (28–30 Oct)

Lunch & 2 tea breaks daily

Social evening with community

artists

Conference bag & stationery

Networking opportunities  

Access to live-streamed

sessions

Digital conference materials

Networking via virtual

platforms 

Full fee waiver for selected civil

society representatives to ensure

inclusive participation.



Abstract submission deadline May 31, 2026

Notification of Abstract
Acceptance

Jul 1, 2026

Registration deadline
Early Bird (31 July), Standard
(15 September) & Late
R i i (10 O b )

Conference dates 28 – 30 October 2026

ICCE 2026 Concept 18

15. IMPORTANT DATES



Change the world.
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 Contact us 
E: Icce2026secretariat@gmail.com 

T: (+27) 41 504 3236
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