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6TH INTERNATIONAL SANDY BEACH SYMPOSIUM 

Theme: A new paradigm in the face of global change 

• 60 Delegates (including academics, students, managers, government 
representatives & consultants) 

• 13 Countries represented 

• 4 Days at Mpekeweni 

• 4 Sponsored plenary speakers (USA, Brazil, UK, South Africa) 

• 7 NMMU Students (most ever at this symposium) 

• 6 Student awards presented 

Manuscript accepted: ECSS Manuscript in review: ECSS 
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4 T H  M E E T I N G  O F  T H E  W E S T E R N  I N D I A N  O C E A N  M A R I N E  
T U R T L E  T A S K  F O R C E  &  W O R K S H O P  T O  I D E N T I F Y  S I T E S  O F  

I M P O R T A N C E  F O R  S E A  T U R T L E S  

INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP 
HOSTED 



4TH MEETING OF WIO MTTF 

• 10 Participants from 10 countries in the WIO attended 

• 4 Additional International  

 Experts 

• 5 Conservation Managers  
from South Africa 

• 5 Students from NMMU 

• 2 Reps from IGO’s  

• Total of 31 participants 
 

 

 

• This was under contract from UNEP (United Nations Environment Programme) 

http://ioseaturtles.org/UserFiles/File/2012_WIO-MTTF_workshop_report-FINAL-for-Profile(1).pdf 
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F R O M  S M A L L  C O N T R A C T S ,  M E E T I N G S ,  D E C I S I O N  S U P P O R T  
A S  A N  I N V I T E D  E X P E R T  

REPORTS & WEB ARTICLES 
PRODUCED 



This was an invited contribution as a  
regional expert on leatherback turtles 
(Unpaid) 

Can be viewed on: 
http://ioseaturtles.org/ 

IOSEA LEATHERBACK SEA TURTLE REVIEW 
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INDIAN OCEAN TUNA COMMISSION CONTRACT 
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To view the featured article go to:   
http://ioseaturtles.org/feature_detail.php?id=384 
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This contribution can be viewed at 

http://ioseaturtles.org/pom_detail.php?id=121 

http://ioseaturtles.org/pom_detail.php?id=121
http://ioseaturtles.org/pom_detail.php?id=121
http://ioseaturtles.org/pom_detail.php?id=121


IUCN SPECIES SURVIVAL 
COMMISSION 

M A R I N E  T U R T L E  S P E C I A L I S T  G R O U P  



MARINE TURTLE SPECIALIST GROUP: OUTPUTS 

The IUCN is known as the World Conservation Union; 
They evaluate the conservation status of species and  
the Marine Turtle Specialist Group is responsible for marine turtles. 
 
Dr Nel is acting as the Regional Co Vice-Chair for the Western Indian  
Ocean Region along with Jerome Bourjea (IFREMER, Reunion).  
 
The work of the MTSG has resulted in two definitive papers in 2010-2011 
which have now lead to the re-assessment of the conservation status 
of sea turtles with the first review (for leatherback turtles) starting in 2011.  
After a two year review it is ready to be submitted to the Species Survival 
Commission (IUCN).  
 
Dr Nel made a unique contribution for the Western Indian Ocean turtle  
population (one of six in the world, and one of the most endangered  
populations). 
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F O U R  I N T E R N AT I O N A L  M E E T I N G S  

INTERNATIONAL MEETINGS 
ATTENDED 
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IBSA Ocean Meeting: Rio De Janeiro, Brazil 5 – 5 March 2012;  
Attended as invited expert as part of the South African Delegation 
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8th Meeting of the Working Party on Ecosystems and Bycatch, 17 – 19 September 2012 
Attended as Western Indian Ocean Marine Turtle Task Force Chair & on behalf of the  
IOSEA Secretariat. 
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15th Session of the Scientific Committee, 10 – 15 December 2012 Mahé Seychelles 
Invited Expert (Presented an Ecological Risk Assessment for Sea Turtles) 

Doc.12 



U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  W A S H I N G T O N ,  S E A T T L E  &  
P U R D U E ,  F O R T  W A Y N E  

INTERNATIONAL 
COLLABORATIONS 



• 5th April 2012 – Departmental Seminar to School of Aquatic and Fisheries Science, 
University of Washington, Seattle Washington USA. 

• 10th October 2012 – Department of Biological Sciences, Purdue, Fort Wayne, Indiana USA. 

INVITED GUEST PRESENTATIONS 
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Publication that resulted from the international visits and local partnerships  
(prepared in 2012 and published 2013) 
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VC’S THINK TANK ON MARINE 
SCIENCE 

E . G .  V I S I T  T O  J A PA N  



STRATEGIC COMMITTEE: MARINE SCIENCE 

Delegation met with several marine science institutes in Tokyo Japan; 
28 Jul – 5 Aug 2012; Committee has met three times since to develop strategic direction. 



A  D E D I C A T E D  S L P  T O  S T  B E N E D I C T S  A N D  S T  J O H N S  ( U S A )  
O V E R  1 5  W E E K S  E V E R Y  Y E A R  

SLP: MARINE BIOLOGY IN 
SOUTH AFRICA 



BIO373: MARINE BIOLOGY 

• This is a dedicated SLP to the study-abroad students from St 
Benedict and St Johns, with 10 – 17 science students. 

• It has taken place every year since 2007 under the leadership 
of  Dr Nel 


