
Guiding Future Leaders

PROF DARELLE VAN GREUNEN
Centre for Community Technologies

Port Elizabeth, SOUTH  AFRICA



Youth engagement is a central principle
of youth development. ... From a political point of
view, youth engagement is important because
young people deserve the right to represent their
own interests. Youth civic engagement is also
critically important to prepare young people to be
active citizens in a democracy.
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Youth Leadership Academy

• Initiative started in 2012

• Grade 11 learners at schools in Northern Areas

• The FamHealth-Nelson Mandela University Youth Leadership Academy’s mission is to educate the youth, strengthen the 
family and rebuild the community by aiding and supporting the educational, spiritual, moral and social development of at-
risk-youth 

• Main Aim/Objectives

• To teach the youth skills that they will need in order to become successful adults.

• To creating new relationships with adults and peers, further connecting them to their community and enlarging their 
support network.

• To gain a better understanding of the community and its diversity.

• To assist youth to acquire a more positive stature in the community.

• To assist youth in gaining a better appreciation for adults and the multiple roles they can play.

• To assist youth to see their own potential as limitless.

• To assist youth to view the world, and their ability to affect it, in a positive way.

• To create a platform where youth feel needed and useful.

• To create a feeling amongst youth of enhanced power, autonomy, and self- esteem.

• Achievements: 120 learners graduated to date



“Enthusiasm is Caught not Taught”



Youth Leadership Academy Highlights



Learn-to-Code

• Initiative started in 2016

• Initial uptake was slow, but now numbers increased
• 180 primary school learners – grade 6 and 7

• Girls 102
• Boys 78

• Main Aim/Objectives
• To introduce computer literacy and computer programming to learners in underprivileged 

and under resourced schools/communities through the use of Scratch and programmable 
toys. 

• Subject of Focus of Enrichment Programme
• Information Technology
• Mathematics

• Achievements:
• Increase in numbers
• More schools requesting to be part of initiative



Drone by Kite

• Initiative started in 2017

• Initial uptake was slow, but now numbers increased

• 20 primary school learners – grade 6 and 7

• Main Aim/Objectives
• To expose learners to STEM subjects
• To create an active interest in STEM subjects in a fun manner. 

• Subject of Focus of Enrichment Programme
• Information Technology
• Mathematics
• Science

• Achievements:
• Increase in numbers
• More schools requesting to be part of initiative



Poetry and Arts

• Collaboration with NGO and schools in Helenvale

• Helenvale Poets
• How did it start

• Way to express and contribute towards healing

• Computer literacy added new dimension





Why is this important?



www.mandela.ac.za

For more information on the Centre for Community Technologies

https://www.facebook.com/NelsonMandelaUniversityCCT/ 

Follow us on Twitter: @MandelaUniCCT
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